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E.   Hirsch  M„D. 


Jerusalem,  March  10,  1966 


To  Every  Person  Who  May  Feel  Concerned 

Everybody  knows  of  the  millions  doomed  to  live  in  dreary, 
"hnworthy  poverty,  many  of  them  condemned  to  perish  if  heln  doesn't 
come  speedily  and  to  an  immense  extent.     But  only  a  few  know  that 
we  do  not  depend  on  government  action,   that  we,   the  ordinary  peoole 
can  extend  such  help,   through  a  modest  effort  of  everyone. 
Contributions  may  be  small,   even  very  small  -  but  they  must  become 
innumerable. 

I  am  confident  that  you  will  respond  with  some  money  (as  small 
as  the  amount  may  be),   and  by  joining  the  effort  to  pass  on  this 
letter  in  as  many  directions  as  you  can.     What  you  will  give  will  be 
used  for  loans,   not  alms;     you  know  that  alms  humiliate  the  person 
who  ha"  to  receive  them,  and  bring  no  change. 

What  am  I  aiming  at? 

Some  time  ago  I  read  the  story  of  a  tiny  movement, "World 
Neighbors".     These  people  work  miracles  wherever  they  can  set 
their  foot.     They  go  to  the  hopeless,   the  destitute?     so  far  they 
have  reached  some  areas  in  Latin  America,  Africa,   India  and  the 
Philippines,   and  they  will  go  everywhere  as  soon  as  we  finable  them 
to  do  so.     They  show  the  needy  how  to  act  in  order  to  get  out  of 
their  misery  -  the  material  misery  of  hunger,   disease,  dirt, 
dismal  living  quarters  and  the  like,   and  the  spiritual  misery  of 
despair,   lack  of  self-respect  and  a  meaningless  life. 

The  "doomed"  become  electrified.     They  go  to  work, 
fervently;     they  are  seized  by  a  spirit  of  enterprise.     They  begin 
cleaning  up  their  environment:     garbage  is  cleared  away, 
sanitation,  primitive  but  workable,   is  installed.     Then  buildina 
begins^     Through  better  ways  of  cultivation  (fertilizers,  better 
seeds  and  tools)   the  yield  of  fields  and  gardens  becomes 
satisfactory,   and  in  some  areas  surplus  crops  are  obtained.  Pigs 
and  poultry  are  raised,  bee-keeping  introduced,    fisheries  developed t 
fruit-  and  other  useful  trees  are  planted.     Children  and  adults 
learn  to  read  and  write,   and  immediately  after  begin  teaching 
others.     Mothers  are  trained  in  child  care.     Youth  clubs  working 
for  the  common  good  are  formed.     Crafts  and  trades  are  thriving 
where  none  existed  before;     light  industry  is  being  developed. 
Schools  and  hospitals  are  built,   nurses  trained,   and  diseases 
brought  under  control. 


And  this  is  not  all.     The  same  people  who  only  recently  had 
to  be  stirred  to  activity  on  their  own  behalf  become  eager  to 
give  similar  help  to  others  who  need  it  as  badly  as  they  did.  It 
is  a  unique  combination  of  economic  growth  and  spiritual  re-birth. 

This  is  no  overdrawn  picture.     World  Neighbors'  Programs 
are  so  well  devised  and  adapted  to  local  conditions  that  striking 
success  is  the  rule.     An  experienced  economist  expressed  his 
amazement  at  the  results  this  organization  gets  out  of  a  dollar. 
Income  from  the  manifold  kinds  of  production  is  so  high  that 
usually  all  the  investment  can  speedily  be  repaid.     People  know 
from  the  onset  that  what  they  receive  are  revolving  loans;  they 
know  that  the  earlier  the  instalments  are  paid  the  «ooner'can  the 
money  be  used  to  help  others.     Thus  they  are  happy  and  proud  to 
make  their  payments  at  the  earliest  possible  date, 

ffut  all  this  takes  place  at  a  few  spots  only.     After  fifteen 
years  of  work  the  lives  of  five  million  people   (in  about  3000 
villages)  have  been  changed  -  an  impressive  performance  compared 
to  the  limited  number  of  workers.     But  most  of  the  lives  of  the 
poverty-stricken  -  two  thirds  of  mankind  -  have  remained  untouched 
so  far.     It  would  be  no  problem  to  get  more  workers  -  as  many  as 
would  be  required.     The  limit  is  not  in  the  readiness  of  ^^eorle  to 
give  their  time  and  energy;     it  is  in  money.     Since  the  beginning 
the  working  capital  has  grown  to  a  miserable  400,000  dollars  -  no 
more.       This  is  a  disgrace;     it  is  intolerable,   and  it  must  be 
changed;     millions  of  dollars  are  urgently  needed. 

It  lies  in  our  hands  to  eradicate  poverty,   to  an  enormous  • 
extent,   and  with  it  all  the  hate,   strife  and  bloodshed  stemming 
from  it.     Our  duty  is  obvious. 


Warm  thanks  for  all  you  may  do. 


Payments  may  be  made  tos  World  Neighbors,  5116  N.Portland  Ave., 
Oklahoma  City,   Okla.   73112  U.S.A. 


Prof.  Dr.  Otto  Schneid,48  Laurelcrest  Ave.,  Downsview,  Ont.,  Canada 


To  Group  Leaders,  Creative  Writers,  Critics  and  My  Personal  ^tiends 

As  many  of  you  remember,  the  publishers  of  my  previotis  books 
as  well  as  myself  used  to  make  gifts  of  a  good  deal  of  copies. 

Under  the  circumstances  of  my  latest  publication,  however, 
this  is  impossible,  to  the  regret  of  its  unselfish  publisher  and 
to  my  own. 

The  main  reason  are  sacrifices  that  had  to  be  made,  not 
quite  unsimilar  to  those  I  demand  in  this  book;  as,  e.g.,  three 
years  of  exclusive  working  on  this  book  and  the  inevitable  con- 
sequences thereof. 

Thus  I  have  to  ask  you  to  subscribe  (Source  Books,  Toronto, 
Box  132,  Postal  Station  S,  Toronto  20,  Ont.,  Canada),  Moreover, 
I  hope  some  of  you  will,  in  addition,  do  their  best  for  the 
tremendously  great  cause  of  this  book  which  is  certainly  more 
than  any  personal  affair. 

With  regards 


Otto  Schneid 
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